
TOWN OF WINDSOR, COUNTY OF BROOME, STATE OF NEW YORK 
Resolution Supporting Home Rule and Restoration of Municipal Standing and Standards in the 

Siting of Major Renewable Energy and Electric Transmission Facilities Resolution #11-2026 

PRESENT: Supervisor Timothy Harting 
              Deputy Supervisor Eric Beavers 

            Council Member Gary M. Hupman 
  Council Member James Conrad 
  Council Member Matthew Hartwell 

 
At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Windsor held at Town Hall, 124 Main Street, 

Windsor, New York on the 11th day of March, 2026, the following resolution was  
 
Offered By: 
Seconded By:  

 
WHEREAS, in 2019, New York State enacted the Climate Leadership and Community Protection 

Act ("CLCPA"), which established statewide goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, transition to 
renewable energy, and promote environmental justice; and 

 
WHEREAS, since the adoption of the CLCPA, New York State has enacted a series of laws that 

increasingly curtail the authority of municipalities over local land use and development decisions; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2020, New York State significantly altered the process for siting major renewable 

energy facilities and the 2025 New York State Budget included legislation commonly known as the "RAPID 
Act," which further restructured the State's energy siting laws; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of these changes, host municipalities are no longer parties to energy siting 

proceedings as of right and must instead satisfy procedural thresholds to obtain party status, thereby limiting 
their ability to meaningfully participate in proceedings that directly affect their communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, even when a host municipality raises concerns about a project's compliance with local 

laws, the review process may be limited to a public hearing without meaningful examination of disputed 
issues; and 

 
WHEREAS, recent changes to State law have made it easier to override local laws by replacing a 

long-standing, balanced standard with one that prioritizes development; and 
 
WHEREAS, local land use laws are adopted through a democratic process to balance 

environmental protection, public safety, community character, infrastructure capacity, and quality of life, 
and environmental goals alone should not be the primary or determinative metric for overriding carefully 
crafted local legislation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the erosion of automatic municipal standing and the weakening of the standard for 

overriding local laws undermine the principles of home rule enshrined in the New York State Constitution 
and diminish the ability of towns to protect the interests of their residents. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Windsor calls 

upon the New York State Legislature to revise the State's energy siting laws to restore meaningful municipal 
participation in decision-making and control over local land use decisions; and 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town calls upon the New York State Legislature to halt 
the continued adoption of renewable energy laws that strip municipalities of their constitutionally protected 
home rule authority. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I, Elizabeth Pfister, do hereby certify that I am the Town Clerk of the Town of Windsor and that the 
foregoing constitutes a true, correct and complete copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Town Board of 
the Town of Windsor at a meeting thereof held at Town Hall, 124 Main Street, Windsor, NY on the 11th 
day of March, 2026. Said resolution was adopted by the following vote: 
 
Supervisor Timothy Harting  Voted -  
Deputy Supervisor Eric Beavers  Voted -  
Council Member Gary Hupman   Voted -  
Council Member James Conrad   Voted -  
Council Member Matthew Hartwell Voted -  
 
Dated:   
 
Town of Windsor Seal 
 
 
__________________________ 
Elizabeth Pfister, Town Clerk 
 


